[What must the family practitioner know about spinal injuries].
Spine injuries in a general practitioner's environment are mainly related to osteoporosis fractures in the elderly as well as cervical spine injuries in the elderly especially fractures of the odontoid process that need to be excluded if there is any suspicion. For osteoporotic spine fractures the invention of vertebroplasty offers a new treatment option and therefore patients should be transferred to a spine surgeon for further evaluation. The fracture of the odontoid process can end up in a non-union problem if not treated early; therefore this injury must be excluded in patients after sustaining any head contusion and complaints of neck pain afterwards.